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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Romsey  and  Stockbridge 

Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  1945. 


SECTION  A. — Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area, 


Area  (Acres)  •••  •  ••  •••  ... 

Population  (as  estimated  by  Registrar  General) 
Rateable  \^alue  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Sum  represented  by  aid.  rate 
Number  of  Council  Houses 


83,672 

21,410 

£129,018 

£541.65 

426 


Vital  Statistics 


Live  Births — 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate 

182 

196  j 

!  435 

Illegitimate 

29 

28  ! 

1 

Still  Births 

6 

6 

12 

Deaths 

123 

110 

233 

Number  of  women  dving  in  or  t 
in  consequence  of  child-birth,  f 


Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated 
population  20.3 
England  and  Wales  16.1 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still) 

90 

/  < 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated 
population  10.8. 
England  and  Wales  11.4 
From  Sepsis  0. 

From  other  causes  0. 


Infantile  Mortality.  Death  rate  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age: — 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  32 

(England  and  Wales  46) 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  31 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  35 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  •••  ...  ...  41 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  1 

Deaths  from  Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  under  2  ...  ...  ...  0 


The  death-rate  and  infant  mortality  rate  is  low.  The  birth-rate 
is  above  the  average. 


Illegitimate  births — 57,  ix about  one  in  every  eight  births  is 
illegitimate.  The  average  number  of  illegitimate  births  between 
1935  and  1942  was  15,  in  1943  there  were  30,  in  1944,  46  and  this 
year  57. 

Of  all  causes  of  death,  Heart  disease  accounted  for  79, 
Cancer  41,  Pneumonia  6,  Tuberculosis  6,  Cerebral  haemorrhage  18, 
Bronchitis  10  and  Nephritis  5.  Deaths  from  Heart  disease  and 
Cancer  are  above  the  average,  Tuberculosis  below  the  average  and 
deaths  from  the  other  causes  about  average. 

The  improvement  in  the  health  of  the  School  and  Welfare 
Child  has  continued.  In  most  of  the  schools  the  teachers  have 
noticed  that  it  is  difficult  to  get  the  children  to  concentrate  on  their 
work  and  a  proportion  of  the  children  seemed  disinclined  to  work. 
In  the  secondary  schools  they  appeared  to  be  much  slower  in  getting 
dressed  and  undressed  and  did  not  appear  to  be  as  alert  mentally 
as  one  found  them  in  pre-war  years,  as  far  as  one  could  judge  from 
limited  observation.  An  increase  in  the  fat  ration  wTould  possibly 
have  a  beneficial  effect. 

Although  the  present  bread  is  probably  better  than  the  pre-war 
vniiety,  the  older  people  do  nut  like  it  and  have  stated  that  they 
would  rather  have  a  smaller  quantity  of  the  old  style  bread,  which 
they  liked,  especially  as  the  diet  is  not  as  varied  as  before.  One 
also  wonders  whether  the  present  increased  intake  of  Calcium  is 
really  beneficial. 

SECTION  B. — General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

(1)  Nursing  in  the  Home 

There  is  no  nursing  arrangement  or  contribution  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

(2)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  County  Laboratory, 

The  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory. 

(3)  Hospitals , 

(a)  Romsey  District 
Broadlands  Annexe. 

St.  Lukes. 

(b)  Infections.  Where  cases  cannot  be  satisfactorily  nursed 
at  home,  they  are  admitted  by  arrangement  to  the  Salisbury  and 
District  Isolation  Hospital.  Cases  in  the  Redbridge,  Millbrook  and 
Chilworth  areas  are  admitted  to  the  Southampton  Isolation 
Hospital.  * 

(4)  Scabies  Clinic . 

This  is  held  at  the  Gas  Cleansing  Station,  Love  Lane,  Romsey. 
Staff  ;  The  Health  Visitor,  Miss  Lane  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kemp. 

All  members  of  the  family  are  treated,  those  with  evidence  of 
Scabies  get  two  treatments,  others  one. 


Most  of  the  cases  have  come  from  the  northern  part  of  the 
Rural  District. 

Men  18  Women  76  Children  126  »  Total 

Return  Cases  Men  1  Women  2  Children  9  t  232. 

SECTION  E. — Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

Water  Supplies. 

Generally  the  position  regarding  water  supplies  in  the  district 
has  not  altered  during  the  past  twelve  months. 

1.  — {a).  The  quality  of  the  water  supplies  is  generally 
satisfactory 

(b).  There  has  been  no  acute  shortage  of  water  and  no 
emergency  precautions  had  to  be  taken,  although  some  houses  in 
areas  at  Ampfield  Romsey  Extra,  Sherfield  English  and  Wellow 
have  no  reliable  supplies. 

2.  There  is  one  piped  supply,  owned  by  the  District  Council, 
in  the  Parish  of  Frenchmoor,  water  being  purchased  from  the 
adjoining  estate.  Other  oarishes  in  the  Southern  part  of  the 
district  are  served  with  a  piped  water  supply  from  the  Southampton 
Corporation. 

3.  There  are  no  areas  where  it  is  known  that  water  is  liable 
to  have  plum'oo-solvent  action. 

4.  There  have  been  cases  of  wells  supplying  individual  houses 
being  polluted,  but  in  these  instances  pollution  has  been  cleared  up 
by  cleansing  the  well. 

5.  Approximately  one  third  of  the  dwellings  are  supplied  by 
public  water  mains  direct  to  the  houses,  there  are  no  stand-pipes 
other  than  one  provided  for  emergency  purposes  during  1944. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Some  houses  in  the  Parish  of  Millbrook  are  served  by  sewers 
connected  to  the  Southampton  Corporation  Sewerage  Scheme,  by 
agreement  with  that  Authority,  the  remainder  of  the  houses  in  that 
Parish  and  in  the  remainder  of  the  rural  district  have  cesspools, 
sceptic  tanks  and  earth  closets. 

Public  Cleansing. 

During  the  year  a  scheme  has  been  put  into  operation  where¬ 
by  unburnable  refuse  is  collected  from  every  parish  in  the  district 
by  direct  labour  and  using  the  Council’s  vehicles  for  the  purpose. 
The  scheme  has  proved  very  satisfactory  and  is  a  big  improvement. 

The  whole  of  the  work  is  under  the  direct  control  of  the 
District  Council  and  complaints  can  be  dealt  with  and  rectified 
immediately. 


The  vehicles  used  are  one  10  cubic  yard  Dennis  Refuse 
Collector  and  one  Scammel  Mechanical  Horse,  especially  built  for 
refuse  collection.  The  ':\vo  vehicles  are  a  great  improvement  on 
the  open  lorries  which  were  used  before. 


SECTION  F. — Prevalence  of,  and  control  over  Infectious 

and  other  Diseases. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Diptheria.  Diptheria  Immun.sation 
has  been  carried  out  since  1935  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  young 
population,  including  those  at  present  at  School  have  been 
immunised. 

There  was  an  outbreak  of  Measles  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
311  cases  were  notified  and  2  were  admitted  to  Hospital.  There 
were  no  deaths.  There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
Whooping  Cough,  with  one  death.  There  was  a  decrease  in  the 
number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Pneumonia. 


At  the  end  of  1945  the  number  of  children  in  the  District 
between  1  and  15,  who  had  been  immunised,  were  as  follows  : — 


under  1 
1 
2 
3' 
4 

5—9 
10 — 14 


57  ) 
177 
218 
184  > 
177 
936 
729  , 


Total 

2478. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  tuberculosis) 
During  the  Year  1945. 


Disease 

Total 

number 

notified 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hosptial 

Total 

Deaths 

Measles 

311 

2 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

26 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

15 

8 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

Paratyphoid 

1 

0 

1 

Pneumonia 

6 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

2 

0 

0 

CANCER. 

Deaths  : — Males  20,  Females  21  :  Total  41. 
The  number  of  deaths  is  above  the  average. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Cases  notified  12.  Pulmonary  ...  Males  4  Females  5 

Non  Pulmonary  Males  1  Females  2 

There  is  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  notified,  but  the 
number  is  still  above  the  average  which  is  about  7. 

Number  of  deaths  6.  This  is  about  the  average  number. 

TABLE. 


Causes  of  death  in  Romsey  and  Stockbridge  Rural  District,  1945. 


Cause  of  Death 

All  Causes 

Males 

123 

Females 

110 

Paratyphoid  ... 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

- 

Pulmonary  T.B. 

1 

2 

Other  T.B. 

2 

1 

Cancer 

20 

21 

Diabetes 

1 

i 

1 

Intra  Cranial  ... 

7 

11 

Heart 

47 

32 

O.her  Circulatory 

4 

1 

Bronchitis 

a 

Am 

8 

Pneumonia 

1 

5 

Other  Resp.  ... 

3 

1 

Ulcer  Stomach  or  Duodenal 

1 

- 

Appendicitis  ... 

1 

- 

Other  Digestive 

3 

3 

Nephritis 

3 

2 

Premature  Birth 

2 

2 

Congenital  and  Birth  injuries 

3 

2 

Suicide 

3 

1 

Road  Traffic  ... 

3 

- 

Other  Violent 

3 

1 

All  Other  •••  ... 

11 

16 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

G.  TATE,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


